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\James Rowley, 84, Who Headed 
Secret Service and Reorganized It 


By WOLFGANG SAXON 


the Ja United Q,°J ley t the former head of 

reorganized f Secret , Serv ^e who 
. gamzed the agency after thp accoc 

World, Md. He was 84 years old 

heI« e f C ^ use of deat h was congestive 
heart failure, his family said g 

Secret R Ce Wley s ? rved as direc tor of the 
Secret Service from 1961 to 1973 p n i 

Rowing recommendations from' ^he 
Warren Commission and others after 
Kennedy's assassination, he modern 
•zed the agency's law-enforcem^m and 

procedures . expanding the use 
of electronic technology, and bo stered 

* * \he°Secref c " ^ tgence opera t ion sT* 
n Secret Service was set up within 
he Department of the Treasury in 1865 

, rS‘.nSi er i el,ers ' 

J agents of ^L h Q department . the 2,000 

1 1 Ihe^Presidem^Vtetf 
dl^slnd n f aj ° r ’ Party po,itical candi- 

ers^ and U cred™ l card^ eCl, ' r ' t ' eS ’ com P ul 
Mr. Rowley, a native of the Bronv 

s i Joh »'« SvS?; 

wnere he received two law degrees 
studying at night and working Is a 
bank investigator by day. He started 
h.s career with the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation in 1937 but accented J 
position with the Secret Service the 

Ycirk^neld oHi^ce. S assi ^ ned t0 theTtew 

charge special agent in 

Division Thir President 'al Protective 
Division. That gave him a role in ad- 

vance security arrangements for Pres- 
ident Franklin D. Roosevelt’s trips to 
wartime conferences in Casablanca 

On Nov. 1, 1950, he directed special 



James J. Rowley 


Associated Press, 1968 


Police a1 d th f ii C 5 rS i°I the White House I 

when Puerto Rican nationalists tried tri 

Tr°uml heir Way int0 Blair House! where 
H™.™ was , sta y*ng while the White 
House was being remodeled. I 

created5h<f {° him \ the Secret Service 
cieated the James J. Rowlev Trainino 

Center in Beltsville, Md., in 11983 8 

52 vea^Th^n 3 SUrv ‘ ved b V his wife of 
h u former Mab el Rita Cluen • 
three daughters, Claudia Dailev of Co 

Ch7 b,a k^ d ’ L J nda Graham o7 Chevy 
Chase Md., and Donna Ryan of Alexa^ 
dna, Va.; a brother, the Rev FrS 
P. Rowley of Blauvelt, N.Y.; a sister 
U ge Borise of Greenu/i^h ! 
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